
Harewood Primary School 
English Policy  

 
 

National Curriculum   
This policy should be read in conjunction with the 2014 National Curriculum for English. 
 
Curriculum Impact Statement 
 
A boy born in Stockton (which has some of the most serious literacy challenges in the country) 
has a life expectancy 26.1years shorter than a boy born in North Oxford (which as some of the 

fewest literacy challenges)      Literacy and life expectancy, Literacy trust 2018 

 

At Harewood Primary we believe all children, whatever their starting point, deserve the 
opportunity to reach their full potential. Underpinning and essential to this are our aspirations for 
children to become effective communicators. We aim for them to achieve high standards in 
speaking and listening, reading and writing to enable them to excel and overcome barriers to 
their future as successful members who contribute to the British community. 
 
To achieve these aims: 
 

 We provide a rich and exciting English curriculum designed to encourage a love of 
language:  
Reading is the one ability that once set in motion has the ability to feed itself, grow 
exponentially and provide a basis from which possibilities are limitless. 
Michael Morpurgo 

 From the early years onwards, we offer an inclusive, supportive environment which 
provides many and varied contexts for talk. 

 We respect and build upon children’s varied experiences of language at home and the 
vital role of parents as our partners in their children’s learning. 

 Skills are taught rigorously and sequentially. Attainment is regularly assessed and gaps 
addressed quickly. 

 We encourage pupils to have a voice in their learning. They are encouraged to share 
their views on books and writing. 

 We recognise the importance of a wide vocabulary and strive to expand children’s 
vocabulary through experiences across the curriculum. 

 English underpins our wider curriculum. We therefore, utilise opportunities to develop 
English skills within other subjects and also bring other subjects to life in our English 
lessons. 

 Stories are valued and well-chosen. We share stories with children that we enjoy as 
adults and that challenge and broaden children’s minds.  

 We aim to ensure children are taught by staff who are experts and offer teams of adults 
who are supportive of each other. 
 

 
 
 

 
How is the Subject Organised and Implemented within School? 

Subject Time Allocation 
 
Foundation Stage 

 In Nursery children are taught in small focused teaching groups throughout each week. 
Sessions are delivered daily which focus on Letters and Sounds and early reading. 
Children are encouraged to mark-make and usually in their final term of Nursery will 
progress to working on writing skills in small focused teaching groups. Children have 



opportunities for developing speaking and listening skills through imaginative role-play 
and self-initiated play. 

 In Reception Communication, Language and Literacy is delivered in small focused 
teaching groups. Letters and Sounds and reading skills are taught daily as well as 
reading and writing sessions that are planned and delivered with small groups. 
Reception children are taught to read using a phonic based reading scheme. Children 
have opportunities to further develop their Literacy skills through self-initiated play. 
There is a daily story time. 

 
 Key Stage 1 

 All children have the equivalent of 8 hours 20 minutes of English per week.  This is 
blocked into 5 English lessons of an hour and 15 minutes, five days a week.  Individual 
reading for 15 minutes, five days a week. There is a daily story time and handwriting 
session. 

  
Key Stage 2 

 All children have the equivalent of a minimum of 8 ¾ hours of English per week.  This is 
blocked into 5 English sessions of 1 hour and 15 minutes (lower KS2) and 1hour and 30 
minutes (upper KS2), five days a week. There is a daily handwriting session, individual 
reading every day and a Class Novel read by the teacher each day.  

 
Pupil Grouping  
In Nursery and Reception the children are taught in small focused teaching groups. 
In Year 1 the children are taught in class groups. 
In Year 2 and in Key Stage 2 English is taught in sets across the year group.  
 
The Daily English Lesson 
The daily English lesson comprises features set out in the 2014 National Curriculum. 
These are: 
 

1. Spoken Language 
 

2. Reading – word reading 
 

3. Reading – comprehension 
 

4. Writing – transcription 
 

- Spelling 
- Handwriting 

 
 

 
5. Grammar and Punctuation 

 
6. Writing – composition  

 
- Vocabulary 
- Application of grammar and punctuation 

 
A typical English lesson will have the following structure: 
 
Shared Reading or Writing and Text/stimulus level Work. 
This is usually with the whole class and is led by the class teacher and supported by Teaching 
Assistants. 



 
Spelling Work 
This is usually with the whole class but can involve children working on separate spelling level 
work with a Teaching Assistant.  In Key Stage 1 and 2 teachers use the Prim-Ed Spelling 
Programme which adopts a metacognitive approach to learning to spell. 
 
Punctuation and Grammar work 
In Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 grammar and punctuation lesson is taught each day. This is 
usually with the whole class but can involve children working on separate grammar and 
punctuation level work with a Teaching Assistant.  The children are then encouraged to use the 
particular grammar and punctuation skill within their writing that day.  A variety of teaching 
resources are being used as a resource to support the teaching of grammar. Years 3-6 use CGP 
Grammar Books within lessons. Years 3-5 use these to structure SPAG teaching each week and 
complete the test in the book at the end of the week.  
 
Phonics work  
In EYFS and Year 1 there is a dedicated daily phonics session to include the principles and 
practice of high quality phonics from Letters and Sounds. Phonics Play, Education City and 
Espresso are used as interactive resources to support the teaching of phonics.   
 
Independent Work 
This is work completed by pupils independently and is usually linked to either the text, grammar 
and punctuation level work covered in the previous parts of the lesson.   Teachers plan activities 
that encourage children to apply their learning and give them plenty of opportunities to write and 
discuss as a group. 
 
Guided Writing 
 The teacher or teaching assistant works with a group each day teaching writing skills. 
 
Plenary 
Teachers share children’s learning with the class, recap points of note or deal with any 
misconceptions that have been identified. This may also extend learning to the next stage. 
 
Guided / Paired Reading  
Each day there is a 15 minutes Reading Session.   The teacher and teaching assistant work with 
a different Guided Reading Group each day and teach reading and comprehension skills using 
their group text.  Alongside this, within KS2, children share a text with a partner which they read, 
discuss and complete activities to test comprehension or develop reading skills.  At KS1, 
children build towards this as they develop their individual reading skills. In years 2 and 3 
children use Lexia as a targeted, individualised intervention and in years 4 to 6 Reading Plus is 
used daily. 
 
Handwriting 
The children learn the fully cursive handwriting script – “Letter Join”. Pre join cursive handwriting 
is introduced in early years. This may be taught as a part of the English lesson either as a whole 
class or in small groups and as a discreet daily session. During handwriting sessions children 
with handwriting difficulties work closely with a Teaching Assistant.    
 
Spoken Language 
In Foundation Stage children follow the Communication and Language Guidance from the Early 
Learning Goals. This is supported by a number of initiatives such as BLAST and Language Link 
to develop speaking and listening skills. 
Spoken language skills are developed as an integral part of the English Curriculum across the 
Key Stages both in English and across the curriculum. The development of story telling skills 



has been enhanced through the adoption of the narrative intervention developed by Stockton 
Speech and Language Unit. 
 
Planning 
Planning has been reviewed in line with the 2014 National Curriculum for English and Creative 
Curriculum. The Units of Work take the form of Medium Term Planning and are reviewed and if 
necessary revised to address the particular needs of the children within that group, in the half 
term prior to being delivered. Teachers complete the English Curriculum Medium Term Planning 
Sheet.  
Lesson plans are on the school’s short term English planning framework.  These are completed 
on a weekly basis.  Teachers’ planning aims to meet the needs of all children in the group.  
Tasks are differentiated to provide valuable learning opportunities for all abilities. 

  
Teaching & Learning Styles 
Teachers plan a diverse range of activities through which to teach English skills and knowledge. 
These activities should reflect the different learning styles of children, equip children with a 
strong command of the English language and help to develop their love of literature. 
 
Community Cohesion 
Wherever possible children write from first hand experience.  In Y6 small groups of children are 
taken out of school as part of a Roving Reporters initiative.  This is to stimulate enthusiasm for 
language and to provide children with real life experiences on which to draw as writers. 
 
Cross- Curricular Links 
Teachers try whenever possible to link concepts from within different subjects to give them 
meaning in a wider context.  Links are made between topics in the creative curriculum and 
English. English underpins learning in all other subjects. Opportunities are identified in other 
subjects to support and extend the development of English skills. Extended writing opportunities 
are to be found e.g through History and Science, speaking and listening opportunities in PSHE 
and Geography.  
 
ICT  
Class teachers and the ICT team explore the opportunities offered by ICT to enhance teaching 
and learning.  Teachers use an interactive whiteboard as a key resource in the English lesson.  
Ipads are used for Lexia and Reading Plus. 
 
Cross Phase Links  
Staff work closely across all Key Stages to ensure there is continuity and progression on 
transfer.  Staff also liaise with KS3 colleagues.  Records, examples of work and pupil information 
are shared with each Key Stage. 
 
Specialist Teaching 
Where there is a teacher with an English specialism within a year group, they will lead the 
planning, support colleagues with advice and, in some cases, teach the subject across the year 
group.  In KS2 staff with an English specialism plan and teach English across the year group.  
This supports more effective differentiation and particularly enhances the opportunities for 
children on the borderline of each set. 
 
Role of the Teacher 

 Teachers’ planning and assessment should meet the needs of all children in their 
groups.  Tasks should be differentiated to provide valuable learning opportunities for all 
abilities. 

 Teachers should establish a dialogue with parents about English to enable parents to 
get involved with reading and writing activities at home which will support the children’s 
learning 



 Teachers should have enthusiasm and high expectations of the children and provide 
opportunities which will challenge and extend the children’s learning.  They should 
provide a learning environment which fosters children’s self confidence and values their 
work as writers. 

 Teachers should liaise and direct the work of teaching assistants. 
 
Teaching Assistants 
Teaching Assistants are used primarily to support children with Special Educational Needs to 
enable them to have equal access to the learning objectives of the lesson. They may work 
alongside the children to provide additional explanations or they may adapt activities to meet the 
particular special needs of an individual child.  They work under the guidance of the class 
teacher and are part of the planning for the lessons.  Teaching Assistants develop knowledge 
and understanding of how the SEN children in their group learn and this experience is valued 
greatly.   
 
Teaching assistants are trained in delivering intervention strategies. 
 
Presentation and Recording of Work 
In English children’s work can take various forms.  It can be spoken, acted or written.  Children 
can record their work individually, as a group or class.  Information technology will be used 
across the curriculum to present work in a variety of formats.  Children are encouraged to 
present their work neatly and attractively. 
 
Resources  

We have a wide selection of English resources, including: 
Teacher resource materials 
Letter Join 
Reading Plus 
CGP Reading and Grammar books 
Schofield and Sims Comprehension 
Subscriptions to online resources eg Twinkl, Education City, Espresso 
Prim-Ed Spelling Programme 

             Heinemann Rocket and Star schemes and non-fiction texts 
Heinemann English World – revised edition 
Rigby Red Giant  
Rigby Star Phonics 
Fast Phonics First 
Jelly and Bean phonic reading scheme 
PM Starters reading scheme 
A selection of books from other schemes.  
LDA Reading Comprehension 
LCP CDs and non-fiction Cards 
Collins Primary Text Books 
Jolly Phonics Scheme 
Non Fiction Library 
A wide selection of fiction books written by popular authors 
Story Chests 
Story Bags 

 
Assessment and Record Keeping 
Formative assessment is ongoing and is part of a cycle which informs pupil planning.  Marking of 
written work is part of the assessment process and identifies attainment and progress that is 
shared with the children. Staff meeting time is allocated to levelling and moderating samples of 
children’s writing. Targets are set for the next steps in learning. End of year targets are set.  



Progress is recorded continually on individual target sheets in books and termly on Insight 
Tracking.   
In Foundation Stage an individual e-portfolio is developed for each child using the 2Build 
program and features multi-media evidence of significant learning.  
Reading records are kept by teachers for Guided and individual reading. Records are also kept 
to record phonic knowledge. 
As children become more independent readers and writers, they are encouraged to add 
comments about what they have read to their individual records. This can provide a useful 
insight to their reading preferences and understanding and prompt a useful dialogue with the 
teacher and parent. 
On entry into nursery at the age of 3 The Foundation Stage Profile is used to assess children’s 
attainment in both the prime and specific areas of learning. Further assessments take place 
during the first 6 weeks in Nursery to identify development and progression and then continued 
throughout Nursery. The Foundation Stage Profile is also continued throughout Reception and 
progress identified each term. 
Salford and PIRA Reading tests are used to monitor progress. Insight tracking and Fischer 
Family Trust data are used to analyse progress and set targets. 
 
SEN 
Most children take part in mainstream lessons for English. The children from the Support Base 
are taught a highly differentiated curriculum by the Support Base Teacher and a specialist 
teaching assistant. This is specially targeted to their needs.  Other children with special needs 
are given access to the learning outcomes by additional support from teaching assistants, 
planned differentiated activities and specific resources where appropriate. The SENDCO is 
available to support staff with advice concerning any aspect of special needs. I.E.P.s are 
established for children with specific language difficulties. Targets are set on a termly basis for 
improvement. There are a number of intervention strategies which are delivered to support 
children with particular needs. In Foundation Stage the BLAST programme is used in Nursery 
and Language Link in Reception to support language development. The Foundation Stage staff 
also works closely with the Speech Therapy service. A speech therapist comes in regularly to 
work with targeted children.  
Teaching Assistants deliver a range of intervention strategies to improve English. These may 
include, Wave Three Interventions including: Catch Up, Talk Write, Lexia, Toe By Toe, Direct 
Phonics and The Hornet.  Teaching assistants deliver this provision to a small, additional group 
of children 

  
Gifted and Talented 
Gifted and Talented children are identified using a range of criteria. Challenging and enriching 
activities are provided to stretch more able children. Their progress is monitored using tracking 
sheets. Individual targets are set to ensure progress. 
 
British Values 
British Values are not taught as a discreet subject. Opportunities have been identified in the 
English curriculum to promote and develop an understanding of British Values.  For example 
stories through which to explore beliefs and morals ie fables and legends and autobiographies 
and biographies are taught to understand different beliefs and cultural heritage. 
  
 
Equal Opportunities 
The English Curriculum is accessible to all children irrespective of age, ability, gender and 
cultural background.  Children are encouraged to respect and value the diversity of other 
cultures and lifestyles.  A range of texts from different cultures are available to enrich the 
curriculum.   
 
Health & Safety  



Staff should refer to the Health and Safety Guidelines. 
All school visits are carefully planned with safety in mind and consideration of the age and ability 
of the children.  Field trips are well supervised.  
 
Role of the Subject Leader 
Please refer to the policy on the role of the Curriculum Leader. 
 
Parental Involvement  
As co-educators of children parents have an important role to play.  They are kept informed 
regularly about their child’s progress through consultation evenings, shared targets and reports. 
Homework supports learning in school and the teacher provides parents with enough 
information to enable them to be clear about the purpose of the activity and their role.  
We encourage parents to be fully involved in their child’s learning by: 

Providing a reading bag and reading diary to encourage reading at home. 
Providing a weekly library loan book to encourage reading at home. 
Helping with weekly spelling lists 
Attending performances in school. 
Sharing targets for learning with parents 
Sharing IEPs for learning with parents. 
Providing a “home loan” scheme for reading books in Nursery.  

 Parents are encouraged to sign homework in their home school contacts books and 
children collect stars on a reward card for completed tasks. 
 
Role of the Governing Body 
The Curriculum Working Party has the role of approving all curriculum policies.   
 
Date the policy was last reviewed:  05.9.19 
Next review: 5.9.20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


