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A Framework for Curriculum Policy Documents 
 

National Curriculum   
 
This policy should be read in conjunction with the National Curriculum Programme of Study for 
Modern Foreign Languages introduced in September 2014. 
 
 
The contribution of modern foreign languages to the primary school curriculum 
 
The learning of a foreign language in primary school provides a valuable educational, social and 
cultural experience for all pupils. Pupils develop communication and literacy skills that lay the 
foundation for future language learning. They develop linguistic competence, extend their 
knowledge of how language works and explore differences and similarities between the foreign 
language and English. Learning another language raises awareness of the multi-lingual and 
multi-cultural world and introduces an international dimension to pupils' learning, giving them an 
insight into their own culture and those of others. It provides a medium for cross-curricular links 
and for the reinforcement of knowledge, skills and understanding developed in other subjects. 
Languages can be taught alongside an appreciation and celebration of difference and diversity. 
Children are encouraged to value cultural heritage, both positive and negative, now and in the 
past and understand how it has shaped the present. 
 
 
What are the Aims of the Subject? 
 
‘Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other 
cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their 
understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and 
thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech 
and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical 
purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original language. 
Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping 
pupils to study and work in other countries.’ – National Curriculum KS2, Pg 151 
 
 
Statement of Intent 
 
French is taught at Harewood Primary School. We believe that the learning of a foreign 
language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for our pupils.  It helps 
them to develop communication skills including key skills of speaking and listening and extends 
their knowledge of how language works.  Learning another language gives children a new 
perspective on the world where many have not visited beyond the local area, encouraging them 
to understand their own cultures and those of others. In EYFS and Year 1 we use the Dinocrocs 
emergent Language programme. During a practical ‘acting out’, staff will learn a story in the role 
of children (no-one speaks on their own) and there will be regular opportunities to watch film 
clips to promote correct pronunciation with follow up internet links. French is taught in Nursery, 
Reception and Year 1 in short regular sessions 3-4 times a week. Many staff are not language 
speakers and a scheme has been selected to support them in the progression of grammar, 
vocabulary and pronunciation from Year 2 onwards. French is taught in a weekly 45 minute 
lesson from Y2 to Y6 using the Skoldo scheme that incorporates speaking and listening, reading 
and writing French. The schemes are visually attractive and engaging to the children.  
 
 



Units of Work  
The format of Skoldo has been used since September 2016. This takes the form of units of work 
for each area of the Modern Foreign Languages curriculum. These units form the Scheme of 
Work for Modern Foreign Languages and are reviewed annually. 
 

Year 
Group 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Foundation 
Stage 

Dinocrocs Formats 1 -
2 

Dinocrocs Formats 1 -
2 

Dinocrocs Formats 1 -
2 

Y1 Dinocrocs Formats 3-4 Dinocrocs Formats 3-4 Dinocrocs Formats 3-4 

Y2 Skoldo –Elementary 
book (Yellow) 

Skoldo – Elementary 
book (Yellow) 

Skoldo – Elementary 
book (Yellow) 

Y3 Skoldo – First Half of 
book 1 (Red) 

Skoldo – First Half of 
book 1 (Red) 

Skoldo – First Half of 
book 1 (Red) 

Y4 Skoldo – Second Half 
of book 1 (Red) 

Skoldo – Second Half 
of book 1 (Red) 

Skoldo – Second Half 
of book 1 (Red) 

Y5 Skoldo – First Half of 
book 2 (Blue) 

Skoldo – First Half of 
book 2 (Blue) 

Skoldo – First Half of 
book 2 (Blue) 

Y6 Skoldo – Second Half 
of book 2 (Blue) 

Skoldo – Second Half 
of book 2 (Blue) 

Skoldo – Second Half 
of book 2 (Blue) 

 
Planning 

The Units of Work take the form of Medium Term Planning and are reviewed and if 
necessary revised to address the particular needs of the children within that group, in 
the half term prior to being delivered. All children in Key Stage 2 start the Skoldo 
scheme on Book 1. The scheme of work is used alongside other resources from 
websites and applications such as ‘Language Angels’ and ‘2Simple French’ chosen by 
the class teacher to use as reinforcement of the teaching from the Skoldo scheme. 
Lesson plans are on the school’s short term planning framework.  These are completed 
before each lesson.   
 

Pupil Grouping 
   French is taught in mixed ability groups within the class. 

 
Teaching & Learning Styles 

Teachers try to plan a diverse range of activities through which to teach French skills 
and knowledge. These activities should reflect the different learning styles of children 
and encourage enthusiasm and interest in the world around them.   
 

Cross- Curricular Links 
Teachers try whenever possible to link concepts from within different subjects to give 
them meaning in a wider context.  Geography, ICT and History are all links with other 
subjects that can enlighten and enhance the learning in French. Cross-curricular links 
are identified in the points to note section of the units of work. 
 

ICT  
Class teachers and the ICT team explore the opportunities offered by ICT to enhance 
teaching and learning   

 
Cross Phase Links  

Staff work closely with colleagues across Early Years and Key Stages 1 and 2 to ensure               
there is continuity and progress. 

 
 



Community Cohesion 
Across the key stages visits are to be encouraged to enhance the teaching of topics and 
develop community cohesion.  

 
 
Role of the Teacher 

Teachers should know the strength and weaknesses of all children in their groups and 
recognise that children learn in many different ways and have different learning styles. 
These need to be met by effective planning, organisation and teaching. Teachers should 
ensure that children undertake a balanced programme of French activities which build 
on previous experiences, taking into account previous achievements. Opportunities for 
children to experience language through song and rhyme, storytelling and games offer 
children ways to interact with the new language. 
 

Teaching Assistants 
Teaching Assistants are used primarily to support children with Special Educational 
Needs to enable them to have equal access to the learning objectives of the lesson. 
They may work alongside the children to provide additional explanations or they may 
adapt activities to meet the particular special needs of an individual child.  They work 
under the guidance of the class teacher and are part of the planning for the lessons.  
HLTA’s may deliver French lessons in the teacher’s absence following the planning.   

 
Presentation and Recording of Work 

In French children’s work can take various forms.  It can be spoken, listened to, read 
and written. Children can record their work individually, as a group or class. The 
children’s individual written work will be in the Skoldo workbooks. Children will be 
recorded on an i-pad to provide samples of speaking and listening showing progress 
from reception to year 6 and downloaded to a French file on the school’s shared site. 

 
Resources  

We have a selection of French resources, including, teacher resource material, CD’s, 
DVD’s and CD Roms. Staff have access to Language Angels, Espresso, Twinkl, 
2Simple French and other websites are used alongside Dinocrocs and Language 
Angels. 
 

 
Assessment and Record Keeping 

Formative assessment is ongoing. Marking of written work is part of the assessment 
process and identifies attainment and progress that is shared with children. Attainment 
is shared with children and used to plan their future learning.  It is shared with parents 
on Parents evening. 

 
SEN 

All children take part in mainstream lessons for French. Children with SEN are given 
access to the learning outcomes by additional support from the teaching assistants, 
planned differentiated activities and specific resources where appropriate. The SENCO 
is available to support staff with advice concerning any aspect of special needs. 

 
Gifted and Talented 
 

Children who show particular skills and talents in French should be identified as early as 
possible in order to provide challenging and motivating learning opportunities that 
enable them to develop to their full potential in the subject. We will promote a desire for 
excellence in all pupils, regardless of their ability, encouraging them to think and work 
independently. 



 
Equal Opportunities 

The French curriculum is accessible to all children irrespective of age, ability, gender 
and cultural background.  Children are encouraged to respect and value the diversity of 
other cultures and lifestyles.   

 
Health & Safety 

All school visits are carefully planned with safety in mind and consideration of the age 
and ability of the children.  Field trips are well supervised.  Staff should refer to the 
Educational Visits Guidelines. 

 
Role of the Subject Leader 

Please refer to the policy on the role of the Curriculum Leader. 
 
Parental Involvement  

As co-educators of children parents have an important role to play.  They should be kept 
informed about the areas of study within French so that they can make the most of any 
opportunities to apply the French concepts learnt at school within the local environment.  
 
Homework should support learning in school and the teacher needs to provide parents 
with enough information to enable them to be clear about the purpose of the activity and 
their role. 

 
Role of the Governing Body 

The Curriculum Working Party has the role of approving all curriculum policies. 
 
Date the policy was reviewed   1st October 2019 
Next review date: July 2020 
  


