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Government	Guidance	on	Maintaining	Educational	Provision	
(https://www.gov.uk/)	

As a country, we all need to do what we can to reduce the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus. 

That is why the government has given clear guidance on self-
isolation, household isolation and social distancing. 

And the most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of 
COVID-19 is clear. If children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit 
the chance of the virus spreading. 

That is why the government has asked parents to keep their children at 
home, wherever possible, and asked schools to remain open only for those 
children who absolutely need to attend. 

The fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in 
educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect 
vulnerable individuals in wider society. 

Schools are, therefore, being asked to continue to provide care for a limited 
number of children - children who are vulnerable and children whose parents 
are critical to the Covid-19 response and cannot be safely cared for at home. 

Parents whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response include those who 
work in health and social care and in other key sectors. Many parents 
working in these sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. 
And every child who can be safely cared for at home should be. 

Please, therefore, follow these key principles: 

1. If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. 



	

	

2. If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a 
critical worker, then educational provision will be available for them. 

3. Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in 
the stringent social distancing category such as elderly grandparents, 
friends or family members with underlying conditions. 

4. Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not 
mixing socially in a way which can continue to spread the virus. They 
should observe the same social distancing principles as adults. 

5. Residential special schools, boarding schools and special settings 
continue to care for children wherever possible. 

If your work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or you work in one of the 
critical sectors listed on the website, and you cannot keep your child safe at 
home, then your children will be prioritised for education provision. 

Harewood Primary School is closed for all but these vulnerable children and 
those of critical key workers who cannot keep their children safe at home or 
with family members. Social isolation would be safer for pupils and staff but 
we will do our best to remain open whilst staff are fit and able to attend.  

If you have spoken to school and have been allocated a place but then find 
alternative child care which is safer then please ring and let us know as we 
will staff accordingly. 

We are still looking at the feasibility of remaining open for some key workers 
at Easter but this may not be possible so please don’t cancel the child care 
arrangements you had in place for Easter in case we find we can’t do this. 

Free School Meals 
Reception, Y1 and Y2 children have had Universal Free School Meals; these 
are no longer available from Monday. 

Packed lunches are available for children who are eligible for free school 
meals. You will get a password to use when you collect the packed lunch. 
They will be available from school’s main entrance from 11.45-12.45pm. 

Stay safe 

Jackie Conway and Caroline Heywood 

Headteachers 

	


